Senator Sharif Street
Pennsylvania Senate

Senator Sharif Street, elected to the Pennsylvania Senate in 2016, represents the Third
Senatorial District of Philadelphia, which encompasses a population of over 240,000
people in North Philadelphia, Nicetown, Roxborough, Lower Germantown, Logan,
Olney, Fern Rock, Crescentville, East Oak Lane, East Wyoming, East Hunting Park, and
Melrose Park Garden.

As a senator, Sharif is committed to improving access to healthcare, reforming our
criminal justice system, creating quality jobs, funding our public schools, investing in
science and technology, and fighting for the rights of all Pennsylvanians.

An attorney by profession, Sharif began his public career as a community activist
organizing a Town Watch group while in law school. He graduated cum laude from
Morehouse College with a B.A. in Business Administration with a concentration in
Finance- and the University of Pennsylvania Law School, where he served as president
of the Penn Law Democrats. He is currently a member of the American, Pennsylvania,
Philadelphia, and National Bar Associations, as well as a member of the Philadelphia
Barristers Association, for which he served as a board member in 2002.

Before being elected Senator, Sharif worked as a staffer for the Pennsylvania Senate,
serving as the Chief Legislative Advisor to the Democratic Chair of the Housing and
Urban Development Committee and had the primary responsibility for overseeing
legislative, housing, environmental, and economic development initiatives. During this
time, he facilitated the creation of Philadelphia Green Communities, the first
environmental education program of its kind implemented in a major U.S. city. Sharif
helped to found and served on the Board of Directors of Urban Solutions, a non-profit
corporation created to address the health needs of traditionally under-served
communities.

A known advocate of affordable housing and community development, Sharif has a
depth of knowledge and experience in dealing with eminent domain acquisition,
low-income housing, women and minority issues, and disadvantaged business
certifications. He has served on the Council for HOPE VI, has been a featured presenter
at the National Public Housing Resident Empowerment Conference, and has served as
managing director of the Housing Association of Delaware Valley.

Additionally, Sharif has served on the board of the North Central Philadelphia
Empowerment Zone's Housing Trust Fund and was a member of the North-Central
Empowerment Zone's Community Advisory Committees for Housing, Crime and Public
Safety, and Economic Development. He has served as a board member of the Columbia
North YMCA and is a current member of Philadelphia’s African and Caribbean
Immigrant Affairs Commission.

Sharif is a father of five children and lives in North Philadelphia with his wife, April.



